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Our Mission is to protect, monitor, restore, and regulate Morongo’s natural resources, honoring 
and protecting all life, land, and traditions and enhancing tribal sovereignty.  We will promote 

environmental awareness and environmentally considerate actions by exemplifying environmental 
stewards, fostering collaborative relationships, expanding education and outreach activities, and 

continuing to enrich and develop our programs. 
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Environmental Protection Department 

We miss interacting with all of you at our events and around the office!  

Please know we are hard at work to keep our community programs and services 

up and running and available to the Morongo Community.  We have modified 

some of our programs and have unfortunately needed to temporarily suspended 

some to ensure everyone’s safety.  Here’s where we currently stand— 

Suspended Services—  

- We are currently not providing in-home, indoor air quality assessments to 

ensure social distancing.  We are also suspending curbside bulky item pick 

ups due to staff shortages.  

Unavailable Services— 

- Clothing and shoes recycling bins are no longer available in the 

community area.  Salvation Army discontinued routine service to the Morongo 

area and clothing and shoes recycling bins have been removed.  We are working 

to find a new vendor and will keep you updated when we are able to offer these 

drop-off services again.  

Modified Services— 

- Abandoned Vehicle Removals—We can help you get rid 

of your junk car, ATV, jet ski, RV, bus, and more for free!  Call 

us to schedule a consult and free removal!  All parties must 

wear masks.   

- Household Hazardous Wastes Disposal— Normally we 

would have a drop-off site available to Residents allowing you 

to properly dispose of paints, batteries, oils, and other 

household hazardous wastes at anytime during the week.  

Because of staff shortages and modified work weeks, we are 

unable to maintain the site weekly.  Instead, we are asking 

Tribal Members and Residents to save your items and bring to one of our monthly, staffed HHW drop-off 

days.  Please see the back page for upcoming dates during the remainder of 2020.  All participants must 

wear masks!  

- Outreach Events - Since we cannot meet in person, our events are moving to our social media pages!  

Follow us on Facebook or Instagram and look out for web workshops, contests, and giveaways!   

If you have any questions, concerns, or need assistance, please reach out to us at epd@morongo-nsn.gov.  

Our dedicated Environmental Specialists are available and ready to assist!  
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 Thank you for recycling this newsletter when finished! 

We are still here for you!  

@MorongoEPD 

@morongoepd 

epd@morongo-nsn.gov 
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 Putting something in the recycling bin because you 

hope it’s recyclable or think it should be recycled is called 

“wish-cycling”.  It is a common, well-intention mistake we 

all make and this behavior is extremely harmful to our 

recycling programs.   

 A quick refresher on how our recycling program works 

– Materials are collected and commingled into recycling 

bins and carts.  Morongo Facilities and Public Works staff 

empty the bins and carts.  Public Works transports the 

recyclables to the Materials Recovery Facility where they 

are then moved via conveyor belts through the facility 

and sorted using a combination of smart machinery and 

fast-moving workers.  Sorted materials are baled and 

transported to a recycler who uses the materials to make 

new goods. Lots of time and effort to be eco-friendly!   

 Any waste management program costs money to run 

and operate – materials must be collected, sorted, and 

transported, all which require time and resources.  At the 

end of the day, waste management is a business and 

programs must be financially sustainable to continue to 

operate.  A few years ago, recycling programs were less expensive than landfill programs. With declining 

market values for recycled materials, recycling programs can be just as costly as trash programs.   

 Does this mean we shouldn’t recycle?  No!  Recycling has many benefits over landfilling 

materials.  But we do need to recycle smarter and stop our “wish-cycling” behaviors which can 

derail our recycling efforts.    

 What happens when we “wish-cycle”?  Wish-cycling makes the sorting process more labor 

intensive and equipment at the recycling facility can be damaged.  Items like plastic bags, 

cords, shredded paper can clog the machinery at the recycling facility, halting operations until 

the equipment can be repaired. Recyclables mixed with trash items are less valuable than 

‘clean’ recyclables.  Wish-cycling can also create more waste by contaminating the entire recycle 

batch – this is particularly true for paper.  Paper is recycled by mixing paper with water and 

turning into a slurry.  Food and grease contamination cannot be sorted out and the entire batch 

is ruined (we’re looking at you greasy pizza box!) 

 Our previous mantra “if you are unsure, recycle!” is outdated and inaccurate when we 

should actually follow “if you are unsure, trash it!” to improve our recycling programs.  

Remember to keep it simple when recycling and avoid placing these no-no’s in your recycle bin: 

items smaller than your hand, items contaminated with food, tangles (wires, plastic wrap, 

cords, etc.) and items with more than one kind of material smooshed together which cannot be 

easily separated (think chip bags and coffee cups).  Recycle the basics – bottles, cans, glass 

containers, metal cans, paper, and cardboard.  Skip the fancy packaging, snack packaging, 

single use food service items, and items smaller than your hand.  To make the most 

environmentally friendly impact, ditch the single use disposables to reduce your overall waste 

and recycle right!  

Resource: 3 Big Reasons “Wish-cycling” is a bad idea; https://earth911.com/living-well-

being/wish-cycling/  

Are you a Wish-Cycler? 
Written by: Dana Morey, Environmental Manager 

Common wish-cycled items include coffee cups 

and single-use food service items. These cannot be 

recycled in your blue bin and should be placed in 

the trash! 



 

October 2020 —Volume 15, Issue 4 3 

Common Recycling Mistakes 
“If I send it to the recycling facility, they will 

find a recycler! “  

Nope.  Materials Recovery Facilities work very 

quickly to remove and sort only the items which can 

be recycled, everything else is trashed.   

“This should be recyclable!” 

Sure, in a perfect world, all of our wastes would be 

recyclable and reusable!  For the time being it is not.  

Recycle right and reduce your wastes to have the 

most impact on our waste problem!  

“There’s a recycle logo on this, it must be 

recyclable!”  

Technically, it is possible to recycle most items but 

an item’s recyclability depends on the availability of 

a local recycler, the ease of collecting an item, and 

whether or not there is a market or end use for the 

material.  Curbside programs accept the basics.  

Some special recycling programs will take one 

particular waste stream but the effort of collecting, 

sorting, and mailing the materials is on you.  (see 

Terracycle.com for these types of programs!) 

Wish-cycled Offenders!  
These commonly wish-cycled items actually belong 

in the trash can or collected for a single-stream, 

item-specific recycling program.  

Greasy Pizza Boxes  /  Paper Cups 

Single Use Plastics  /  Plastic Bags 

Burrowing Owl Study Including the Morongo Reservation 
Written by: Dana Morey, Environmental Manager 

 Back in 2017, the Tribe allowed US Fish and Wildlife Service 

access to the Reservation to capture, tag, and monitor resident bur-

rowing owls periodically from September 2017 to September 2019.  

Burrowing owls are typically migratory birds but the Morongo Res-

ervation area provides abundant habitat to host resident burrow-

ing owls year round.  Burrowing owls are a species of special con-

cern in California as their populations have declined due to an in-

crease in development in their habitat. Common mitigation 

measures for development projects are the passive and active relo-

cation of burrowing owls outside of the project area but these meth-

ods have varying success rates.  The purpose of this study was to 

better understand the effects of passive and active relocation on 

burrowing owls and opportunities to improve .  One ‘Morongo’ owl 

was tracked and recorded throughout the study and included in the 

control group!  The study found relocated owl survival and repro-

ductive success was high but additional research is needed to fully 

understand the long-term consequences.  If you would like to read 

further, check out the final published report here: 

https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/2020publications/CEC-500-2020-

051/CEC-500-2020-051.pdf   

https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/2020publications/CEC-500-2020-051/CEC-500-2020-051.pdf
https://ww2.energy.ca.gov/2020publications/CEC-500-2020-051/CEC-500-2020-051.pdf
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Invasive species are plants, animals, and insects that are not native to the ecosystem they are in. 

Since they aren’t in balance with the plants and animals around them, they can grow and spread 

quickly. This can lead to them taking over the area and harming the native plants and animals. They do 

this through taking up space, changing the habitat, and consuming food that native species need. The 

ability of invasive species to rapidly establish, reproduce, and spread can cause harm to the 

environment, our economy, and potentially even impact human health. 

Both plants and animals can be invasive species. Invasive animals have the ability to 

spread on their own through walking, flying, or swimming. Their spread is stopped by the lack 

of habitat and intervention from people. Plants are usually unable to move long distances on 

their own. Spread can occur from people moving plants, improper cleaning practices of 

equipment or vehicles, and the movement of agricultural/nursery products. 

 There are many things you can do to help avoid transferring invasive species when you are 

in natural spaces and recreating outdoors: 

 Verify that the plants you buy for your yard/garden are not invasive. Just because it is in a 

nursery doesn’t mean you should plant it. 

 Clean your boat thoroughly before transporting it to another waterbody. Boats can spread 

invasive aquatic plants as well as invasive mussels. 

 Clean your boots before and after you hike in a new area to get rid of weed seeds and 

pathogens. 

 Clean off road vehicles and tires before and after you ride in a new area. 

 Don’t release aquarium fish and plants, live bait, or other animals/plants into the wild. 

 Don’t move firewood to locations far from where it is cut. Invasive insects might be burrowed 

in the wood out of sight. 

References:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife—Invasive Species Program 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Species; National Invasive Species Information Center—

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/; California Invasive Plant Council- https://www.cal-ipc.org/  

Help Stop Invasive Species 
Written by: Kimberly Miller, Environmental Specialist II 

Invasive species with potential to impact the local area 

 

Giant reed 

Arundo donax  

 

Saharan mustard, 

African mustard 

Brassica 

tournefortii  

 

Eurasian 

Watermilfoil 

Myriophyllum 

spicatum  

 

Salt cedar, 

tamarisk 

Tamarix 

ramosissima  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Species
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
https://www.cal-ipc.org/
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Morongo Air Program Awarded AB617 Grant 
Written by: Pamela Atcitty, Environmental Specialist II 

California Air Resources Board AB617 Grant 

 In 2017, then Governor Brown signed into law Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617), which seeks to ensure 

that all Californians equally benefit from the State’s air quality and climate efforts, especially those who 

live in areas severely affected by air pollution issues. As a result, California Air Resource Board has been 

working with communities and local air districts, like Morongo Tribal Air Program (TAP), who are 

disproportionately  impacted  by poor air quality and providing grants for community air monitoring. 

One goal of AB 617 is offering technical assistance to these organization in their efforts to improve local 

air quality by obtaining new or better information.  

How did Morongo Qualify for this Grant? 

 Morongo residents have long been burdened with air pollution inequalities. Due to the Reservation’s 

geographical location with the San Gorgonio Pass and dominant winds coming from the west, that carry 

air pollutants from nearby sources, Morongo continually faces poor air quality. Within five miles of the 

Morongo Reservation, are sources that include a major interstate highway, diesel weigh station, two 

cement quarries and various other transportation networks. In addition, wildfires are an annual 

occurrence to this arid, mountainous region. Because these conditions repeatedly find Morongo violating 

federal health-based standards for outdoor air pollution, they were an ideal candidate for AB 617.  

How will AB617 Benefit Morongo? 

 Since poor air quality can negatively affect vulnerable people 

with pre-existing medical conditions, children, and older adults, it 

is important for the TAP and the Tribe to have a better 

understanding of air quality on the Reservation. Morongo TAP 

partnered with Blue Tomorrow, LLC, utilizing  the AB 

617 grant to install three low-cost monitoring sensors 

across the Reservation, near local polluting sources, to 

better understanding their impacts. These sensors 

were strategically placed within the boundaries of the 

Reservation to continuously capture and measure 

concentrations of particulate matter (2.5 and 10), 

ozone, nitrogen dioxide, volatile organic compounds 

(VOC’s), and various meteorological data.  These 

inexpensive sensors will report real-time data, giving 

the TAP a readily available tool to investigate changes 

in air quality at different locations and times. The new 

monitoring sites will also help fill in gaps of unknown 

data to better understand what actions need to be 

taken to improve the Reservation’s air quality.  A 

website is being developed that will display air quality 

information, transmitted wirelessly to a cloud database 

from the monitors in real-time. The website will be a resource for the community to obtain up-

to-date air quality data and other information that they can use to reduce negative impacts to 

harmful air pollutants. The website will also contain links to summary reports, relevant news 

articles, and information on the air monitoring project. The ultimate goals of this project are 

to gather information on polluting sources, develop communication strategies to ensure that 

the Morongo Reservation remains informed about their air quality, and to mitigate 

community exposure to air pollution.   

For more information about AB 617 visit : https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp 

New air monitoring sensor installed on 
Morongo Reservation using AB617 

grant.  
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We know that smoke is bad for humans, but it is also bad for your pets and large animals. Smoke can 

irritate your pet’s eyes and respiratory tract. Animals with heart or lung disease and older pets are 

especially at risk from smoke and should be closely watched during all periods of poor air quality. Even 

if the fire danger is not imminent, high levels of smoke may force you to stay indoors for a long time or 

even to evacuate. Reduce your pet’s exposure to smoke as you would reduce your own.  

 When smoke is present:  

 Keep pets indoors as much as you can, with doors and 

windows closed. Bring outdoor pets into a room with good 

ventilation, like a utility room, garage, or bathroom.  

 Smoke is especially tough on your pet birds. Keep them 

inside when smoke is present.  

 Keep indoor air clean: do not fry or broil foods, vacuum, 

burn candles, use a fireplace or woodstove, or smoke tobacco 

products. These activities add particles to your home.  

 Spend less time outdoors and limit physical activities when it is smoky. Let dogs and cats 

outside only for brief bathroom breaks if air quality alerts are in effect. 

 Limit dust exposure by feeding low-dust or dust-free feeds and sprinkling or misting the 

livestock holding areas. 

 Give your livestock 4 to 6 weeks to recover fully from smoky conditions before resuming 

strenuous activity. 

 Be ready to evacuate: Include your pets in your planning. Know where they will be allowed to go 

if there is an evacuation – not all emergency shelters accept pets.  

 Prepare a pet Evacuation Kit. Assemble the kit well before any emergency and store it in an 

easy-to-carry, waterproof container close to an exit. Include: Food, water, and medicine, 

sanitation and first aid supplies, crate or pet carrier labeled with your contact information,  

extra collar/harness with ID tags and leash.  

 If you must leave your pets behind, never tie them up.  

The information above was obtained from the EPA Wildfire Smoke Fact Sheets—Protect Your Pets from Wildfire 

Smoke & Protect Your Large Animals and Livestock from Wildfire Smoke. View all of their Smoke Ready fact sheets 

on our resources page: https://morongonation.org/images/pdf/Wildfire%20Smoke%20Fact%20Sheets.pdf 

Protect Your Pets and Animals During Smoke Events 
Written by: Jessica Southard, Administrative Assistant 

Image from https://www.hamiltoncountyohioema.org/pet-preparedness/ 
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Kid’s Corner 

Did you know that Morongo has some pretty cool animals?  
Read about the animals below, and color them in. 

 

Desert Tortoise 
(Gopherus agassizii) 
Desert tortoises are threatened due to habitat loss, 
disease, invasive plants, and off road vehicles. 

In the desert, you can help:  
Throw away your trash to avoid attracting predators 
Use native plants and avoid invasive plants 
Keep an eye out for tortoises on desert roadways 
Avoid disturbing and picking up tortoises 
Do not keep wild tortoise as pets 

 

 
Greater Roadrunner 
(Geococcyx californianus) 

The roadrunner is one of the most famous desert 
birds. It stands out by being able to fly, but usually 

choosing to run on the ground instead. 

Did you know? 
Roadrunners can travel 15 miles per hour with 

potential for faster bursts of speed 
Roadrunners can eat venomous lizards, scorpions, 

and rattlesnakes 
Road runners have an X-shaped footprint 

 

 
Bobcat 
(Lynx rufus) 
Medium sized bobcats are easy to identify from 
other kinds of cats by looking for their short 
“bobbed” tails which is where they get their name. 

Did you know? 
Bobcats are usually secret and solitary—they 
naturally want to avoid people 
Bobcats can live in many different habitat types 
Bobcats are most active just after dawn and right 
before dusk 
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Environmental  
Protection Dept. 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA 92220 

This newsletter was 
printed on 100% 
Post-Consumer 
Recycled Paper 

If you would like to receive electronic versions of the Morongo Environmental Protection Department’s Quarterly 

Newsletter and information on other Environmental Events, sign up at www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-

newsletter-email-signup or email epd@morongo-nsn.gov and request to be added to the list!  Prefer a copy mailed to you, 

no problem!  You can sign up at  www.morongonation.org/content/newsletter or email us at epd@morongo-nsn.gov   

Upcoming Events 

 

Tires, Oils, Household Chemicals, 
Paints, Pesticides, Batteries, 

Sharps, and Electronics 

Household 
Hazardous Wastes 

Drop-Off 
Friday, October 23 

Friday, November 13 

Friday, December 11 

9am to 12pm  

@ Public Works 

*Events open to Morongo 
Residents and Tribal 

Members Only* 

Staff available on-site to 
collect, sort, and store 

materials!   

Wear a mask!  

 

Don’t Trash it!  

Recycle it! 

Please Remove: 
Lights 
Tinsel 

Decorations 
Ornaments 

Place your live tree near your 
refuse bin before 8:00AM   

Monday, January 4 

If you need a pickup any 
other day, call 755-5128 

Like and follow us on social media   Facebook @MorongoEPD   Instagram @morongoepd 

http://www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-newsletter-email-signup
http://www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-newsletter-email-signup
http://www.morongonation.org/content/newsletter

