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Our Mission is to protect, monitor, restore, and regulate Morongo’s natural resources, 
honoring and protecting all life, land, and traditions and enhancing tribal sovereignty.  We 

will promote environmental awareness and environmentally considerate actions by 
exemplifying environmental stewards, fostering collaborative relationships, expanding 
education and outreach activities, and continuing to enrich and develop our programs. 
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On May 13, 2021, the Morongo Band of Mission Indians was deemed 

eligible to implement portions of the Clean Air Act in the same manner 

as a state!   This is an exciting, proactive step to protect air quality and 

public health on the reservation!  

 

 Federal environmental laws and regulations apply to all actions on the 

reservation and they are implemented by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA).  In addition to federal environmental protections, the tribe can 

choose to develop their own tribal programs, codes, and ordinances to further 

protect public health and the environment on the reservation.  But federal law 

will always apply.  The Tribal Authority Rule provides a mechanism to allow 

tribes to implement certain federal environmental laws and programs on tribal 

lands, instead of the U.S. EPA, similar to the authority given to States.  This is 

called ‘treatment in a manner similar to states’ or ‘TAS’ for short.  Tribes must 

demonstrate they meet the basic requirements for eligibility including having federal recognition, a 

governing body, an uncontested jurisdictional boundary, and the ability to implement a regulatory air 

program.   The eligibility determination authorizes tribes to develop and submit implementation 

programs for EPA approval but does not require tribes to develop programs.  In the absence of an 

approved, tribal program, federal implementation will still apply.   

 The Morongo Band of Mission Indians was deemed eligible to implement portions of the Clean Water 

Act in April 2018 and is now eligible to implement portions of the Clean Air Act!  Morongo now has the 

same authority as California (and other states) under the Clean Air Act to develop programs and impose 

more stringent requirements.  Specifically, Morongo is eligible to receive Section 105 grants, to 

participate in the national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) designation process, formally 

establish an air quality monitoring program, and receive and comment on notifications of new air 

pollution sources that may affect the reservation’s air quality.  In addition, Morongo is now eligible to 

develop a Tribal Implementation Plan to provide for implementation, maintenance, and enforcement of 

the national ambient air quality standards within the tribe’s jurisdiction.   

 Morongo already has a robust tribal air monitoring program and the tribe has previously 

participated in the designation and permitting processes.  This formalizes those processes and promotes 

government to government consultation to protect air quality in the region.  Being eligible to develop a 

Tribal Implementation Plan is a huge next step for the air program.  This allows the tribe to develop a 

plan to regulate air quality, so the tribe will have the same capacity as the state to regulate air emission 

sources on the reservation creating less opportunity for air pollution, protecting public health, and 

improving air quality in the long-term.    
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Why does air quality need standards? Before Congress created the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and passed the Clean Air Act  in 1970, air pollution went unchecked, creating health problems for 

many Americans. While working with states, tribes, and local agencies, EPA was made responsible for 

putting into place various Clean Air Act programs, regulations and requirements to help reduce air 

pollution nationwide to protect human health and the environment. Some of the regulations that EPA 

set into action during this time was establishing which pollutants were known to cause the most harm to 

human health and setting limits or standards to these pollutants.  

 

What are the NAAQS?  Under the Clean Air Act, EPA set limits on six common air pollutants, also 

known as “criteria pollutants” found all over the United States.  They are particle pollution (PM), ground 

level ozone (O3), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur oxides (SOx), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and lead (Pb). EPA 

calls these “criteria” air pollutants because they regulate them by human health-based criteria and/or 

environmentally-based criteria when setting their limits. The limits placed on these criteria pollutants 

are also known as the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). The Clean Air Act established 

two types of national air quality standards; primary standards that set limits to protect public health, 

including the health of "sensitive" populations such as asthmatics, children, and the elderly and 

secondary standards that set limits to protect public welfare, including protection against decreased 

visibility, damage to animals, crops, vegetation, and buildings. A geographic area with air quality that is 

cleaner than the primary standard is called an “attainment” area; areas that do not meet the primary 

standard are called “nonattainment” areas. Once EPA identifies those areas that do not meet the 

allowable limits for the criteria pollutants, they begin working  with these “nonattainment” government 

agencies to create a plan to reduce air pollutants to an allowable level. 

Once a nonattainment area meets the NAAQS, EPA 

designates it as "maintenance".   

 

How does Morongo’s Air Quality Compare against the 

NAAQS?  California’s South Coast Basin has some of the 

worst air quality in the nation. In 2015, seven of the country’s 

top ten locations most frequently exceeding the 2015 8-hour 

ozone NAAQS were located in Southern California, including 

areas in San Bernardino, Riverside and Los Angeles Counties 

(see Map 1). The Morongo Reservation is included in 

designation boundaries of the South Coast Air Basin, part of 

the Los Angeles Metropolitan Intrastate air quality control 

region, for all national standards except ozone, where the Morongo Reservation is designated 

separately from the South Coast Air Basin. Table 1 below shows Morongo’s NAAQS 

designations for all criteria pollutants. As a sovereign nation, Morongo is not subject to 

California regulations and works directly with EPA to monitor and report air quality data. In 

addition, with the newly authorized “treatment 

in a similar manner as a state” (see page 1 

Morongo Authorized to Implement the Clean Air 

Act), Morongo may begin their own plan to 

reduce air pollutants and increase enforcement 

of the NAAQS within the tribe’s jurisdiction. 
For more information on how Morongo compares to other 

areas nationwide, visit: https://www.epa.gov/green-book 

Understanding How EPA Sets Air Quality Standards 
Written by: Pamela Atcitty, Environmental Specialist II 

Map1. Southwest areas of Nonat-

tainment for 2015 Ozone Standard.  

National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards 
Morongo Designation 

CO Maintenance 

Ozone Nonattainment—Serious 

PM10 Maintenance 

Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Nonattainment—Serious 

NOX Maintenance 

SO2 Attainment 

Table 1. Current Morongo NAAQS Designations 
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Particulate Matter and Why It Should Matter To You 
Written by: Sujaya Tranquebar, Environmental Specialist I 

 When it comes to air pollution, greenhouse gases like 

ozone, nitrogen oxides, and carbon dioxide often come to 

mind. However, there are other pollutants that are 

abundant in the air we breathe, including particulate 

matter. Particulate matter (PM) is defined as tiny 

particles of solids or liquids that are in the air. Some 

examples of particulate matter are dust, smoke, and dirt.  

These particles are often microscopic and cannot be seen 

with the naked eye. They are categorized by two size 

classifications: PM10 and PM2.5. PM10 includes particles 

smaller than or equal to 10 microns and PM2.5 includes 

particles smaller than or equal to 2.5 microns (1 micron is equal to 0.001 millimeters and about 

0.000039 inches for reference). As both PM types are very fine, they are easily inhalable and can be 

abundant in the atmosphere.  

 Particulate Matter (PM) can develop from a variety of sources, both naturally occurring and human-

made. Natural PM emissions come from events like volcanic eruptions, windblown dust, and wildfires. 

Usually, when one of these natural events occurs there is an increase in particulate matter that ends up 

degrading the surrounding area’s air quality. However, most PM in the atmosphere comes from human 

activities. These activities include industrial processes, combustion of wood and fossil fuels, agricultural 

operations, and other human pollution sources. With the increase of industries and vehicle usage, the 

worldwide PM in the atmosphere has increased exponentially. Although there are measures being taken 

to limit the PM emissions from man-made sources, PM is still very prevalent in the atmosphere and is 

still a cause for concern.  

 Why should this matter to you? In the environment, PM can cause problems like acidity in 

lakes and streams, soil nutrient depletion, and can negatively impact biodiversity. Particulate 

matter also can inhibit visibility by creating haziness. In human populations, PM usually 

affects certain groups of people including those with lung or heart problems, children, and 

elderly adults. In these groups especially, increased PM exposure can lead to a variety of 

symptoms ranging from difficulty breathing or coughing, aggravated asthma, decreased lung 

function, eye irritation, and in some cases even death. However, PM is something that all 

people should be concerned about regardless of their health and age.  

 Fortunately, there are ways you can protect yourself against PM exposure! Avoiding the 

outdoors during high pollution levels can decrease your PM exposure and, in turn, the 

symptoms from PM. Another way to protect against PM exposure is to avoid high traffic 

highways and roads and instead opt to use less busy roads. Vehicles are a large source of PM 

so areas around busy roads and highways often have high PM levels. Keeping yourself 

informed about the air quality in your area is important too! Knowing the air quality daily can 

help you make informed decisions on whether it is safe to be outdoors or whether it is better to 

remain indoors. To see the air quality levels in your area, you can use the website 

morongoair.com to see the current PM levels as well as the current levels of other air 

pollutants! Also check out the Morongo Environmental Protection Department’s Instagram 

(@morongoepd) for regular postings, including postings about when the air quality is 

especially unhealthy for certain days. Keeping yourself safe and healthy is extremely 

important, especially if you are an individual more susceptible to PM symptoms!  

For more information on particulate matter, you can check out the Environmental Protection Agency’s website on 

PM at http://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-basics.  
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Water Quality for Water Recreation 
Written by: Kimberly Miller, Environmental Specialist II 

With the arrival of summer, many of us head outdoors to 

have some fun in the sun. This can include enjoying 

recreation on one of the Southern California lakes, rivers, or 

beaches. While most people take precautions like checking 

the weather, packing sunscreen, and having plenty of 

snacks, people think less about the water quality of the 

places they are going. Learning a little bit about water 

quality and knowing where to find it can help keep you 

healthy as you take part in water recreation. 

What is water quality? 

Many people talk about water quality like it is either bad 

or good. The water quality indicators to look for all depend 

on how that water is being used. Water that can provide great habitat for fish might make people sick if 

they drink it. When looking at water quality for recreation, the type of activity is considered. They are 

usually grouped into activities where there is either a high or low chance of water being swallowed. 

Primary contact activities like swimming have a high likelihood of accidentally ingesting water while 

secondary contact activities like fishing from shore (or shallow water) have a low likelihood. Two 

bacterial indicators of fecal contamination, E. coli and enterococci, are used to set water quality criteria 

for recreation. These two types of bacteria are a good predictor of the chance of developing 

gastrointestinal illness if the water is swallowed. Another water quality indicator that can impact 

recreation is algal blooms. Harmful algal blooms (HABs) produce toxins that can cause skin irritation, 

breathing issues, and gastrointestinal illness. 

Where can I find water quality information? 

Many state, county, and local agencies monitor water quality 

in areas that are often used for recreation. Many of these 

agencies have easy to use websites with maps and current 

information.  

 Morongo Environmental Protection Department completes 

an annual Water Quality Assessment Report for water 

quality on the reservation—email epd@morongo-nsn.gov 

for more information 

 Heal the Bay has an easy to read report card for Southern California beaches 

beachreportcard.org/   

 California Water Quality Monitoring Council has a page with data about swimming water 

quality (https://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/safe_to_swim/index.html) and harmful algal 

blooms (https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/index.html).  

 US Environmental Protection Agency’s How’s My Waterway website provides national 

information mywaterway.epa.gov/ 

What can I do to stay healthy while recreating in the water? 

Look for any signs posted at the location. If a sign says ‘NO SWIMMING’, or that there is a 

health advisory, it is best to stay out of the water. Avoid swimming right after rainstorms since 

the runoff can carry pollution from urban areas upstream. Also avoid algae and scum in the 

water and avoid contact with the water if it looks like an algae bloom is present (although not 

all HABs are visible). 

Photo by cottonbro from Pexels  

Photo by Ben Mack from Pexels  

beachreportcard.org/
https://www.mywaterquality.ca.gov/safe_to_swim/index.html
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/index.html
mywaterway.epa.gov/
https://www.pexels.com/@cottonbro?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/man-in-gray-jacket-and-black-pants-sitting-on-brown-rock-in-the-river-4828253/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/@ben-mack?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/surfers-swimming-in-rippling-ocean-in-sunlight-6775381/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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Be Rattlesnake Safe!  
Written by: Dana Morey, Environmental Manager 

Gopher Snake   

(Non-Venomous) 

California King Snake 

(Non-Venomous) 

Red Diamondback 

Rattlesnake (Venomous) 

 Snake season is April thru October when people and snakes are 

most active outdoors!  Snakes can be found in most urban and rural 

places in Southern California and they are an important part of our 

environment, helping to control pest populations.  Although most 

native snakes are harmless, rattlesnake bites (on rare occasions) have 

resulted in severe injury.  They strike to defend themselves when 

scared.  To prevent a wildlife encounter and avoid a snakebite, be on 

the lookout for snakes and follow the general precautions listed below.   

If you are bitten by a snake: 

- Stay calm but act quickly 

- Call 911 or go to the nearest medical 

facility 

- Wash the bite area gently with soap 

and water, if available.  

- Remove watches, rings, etc. which 

may constrict swelling 

- Immobilize the affected area 

- Keep the bite below the heart, if 

possible 

- Don’t use a tourniquet or apply ice. 

- Don’t attempt to remove the venom 

- Don’t try to capture the snake, but try 

to remember its color and shape so 

you can describe it, which will help in 

your treatment. 

General Precautions: 

- Be aware of your surroundings—Check under 

your car, under steps, porches, trash cans, 

containers, stumps and logs before getting too 

close 

- Wear long pants and boots when hiking and avoid 

tall grasses 

- DO NOT step or put your hands where you cannot 

see 

- DO NOT try to kill or catch a snake, this is when 

most bites occur 

- Use caution turning over rocks or logs.  Use 

gloves and roll it toward you, giving anything 

beneath the opportunity to escape in the opposite 

direction.  

- If you come in contact with a snake, walk 

backwards. Generally, snakes are not aggressive 

but may strike when threatened or deliberately 

provoked.  Give them room and they will retreat.  

Common Snakes on the Morongo Indian Reservation: 

Sources: California Department of Fish and Wildlife at wildlife.ca.gov/Keep-Me-Wild/Rattlesnakes; California Poison Control at calpoi-

son.org/news/rattlesnake-bite-prevention-tips  
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Unique Recycling Opportunities 
Written by: Jessica Southard, Environmental Specialist I 

Usually recycling is pretty easy. Our bottles, cans, cardboard, and paper can all go in our curbside 

recycling bin. But sometimes there are items that can’t be recycled in our curbside bin, and it can feel 

wasteful to throw them in the trash. Luckily many companies and organizations offer unique recycling 

opportunities to give those items new life. Here are just a few of those amazing programs. 

Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program recycles athletic shoes at 

the end of their life, and makes it easy for materials to live on 

from one product to the next. Drop off athletic shoes at a 

participating Nike store!  www.nike.com/help/a/recycle-shoes 

Recycle unusable Barbies, Matchbox or Mega toys with 

Mattel PlayBack, which will recover the materials and 

reuse them as recycled content in new toys. For materials 

that cannot be repurposed as recycled content into new toys, 

Mattel PlayBack will either downcycle those materials into 

other plastic products or convert them from waste to energy. 

Print out a free shipping label at www.mattel.com/en-

us/playroom/playback 

The Crayon Initiative was born when the founder 

couldn't help but wonder where restaurant crayons end up. 

Turns out, it’s the landfill—making a big waxy mess that 

never biodegrades. He took the crayons home and got busy—

figuring out the art of collecting and sorting old crayons, 

melting them down, and remanufacturing them in a bright, 

clean, paper-free form, where they are donated to 

children’s hospitals.  Mail unwanted/broken crayons 

to thecrayoninitiative.org/ 

Denim is a strong, sturdy fabric that’s built to 

stand the test of wear and tear. It also provides a 

major benefit that can help close the fashion loop: it’s 

recyclable. To help keep clothing in our daily use and 

out of landfills, Levi is partnering with Cotton’s Blue 

Jeans Go Green™ program, an initiative focused on 

recycling denim. Drop of your denim at a participating 

store or mail back.  bluejeansgogreen.org/recycle-

denim/ & www.levi.com/US/en_US/blog/article/where-

to-recycle-your-clothes/  

Sponsored by Crest & Oral-B, Recycle on Us helps 

tackle oral care waste like used toothbrushes, brush 

heads, toothpaste tubes, and dental floss, which are never 

recyclable in the blue bin. Send used dental care products (yes, even your old toothbrush), and 

they will organize, sanitize, and recycle it all for you—giving recycled plastics entirely new life 

in the form of school benches, new bottles, and even clothes! https://recycling.oralb.com/  

Before tossing your item in the trash, it could be worth a quick internet search to see if there 

might be a unique recycling opportunity available in your area. Many of them can be brought 

straight to the retail store, and some even offer discounts toward future purchases. You can 

help lessen the demand on our landfills, and bring new life to old items with a little extra effort! 

http://www.nike.com/help/a/recycle-shoes
http://www.mattel.com/en-us/playroom/playback
http://www.mattel.com/en-us/playroom/playback
thecrayoninitiative.org/
bluejeansgogreen.org/recycle-denim/
bluejeansgogreen.org/recycle-denim/
https://www.levi.com/US/en_US/blog/article/where-to-recycle-your-clothes/
https://www.levi.com/US/en_US/blog/article/where-to-recycle-your-clothes/
https://recycling.oralb.com/
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 With COVID-19 precautions in mind, the Environmental Team and Morongo Schools collaborated on 

providing virtual environmental protection outreach to all Morongo School students in March and April 

leading up to our safe, low-contact drive-thru Earth Day event!  It was a unique experience and a great 

alternative to be able to interact with the students and Morongo community in a safe and controlled 

environment.  Thank you to all of the amazing Environmental team—Kim, Pam, Jessica, and Sujaya— 

and all of our friends at Morongo School, Facilities, Emergency Operations Center, and Fire Department 

for helping to put on a (hopefully) once-in-a-lifetime event!  We look forward to seeing all your smiling 

faces at next year’s event!   

Environmental Education and Earth Day 2021! 
Written by: Dana Morey, Environmental Manager 
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Environmental  
Protection Dept. 
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA 92220 

This newsletter was 
printed on 100% 
Post-Consumer 
Recycled Paper 

If you would like to receive electronic versions of the Morongo Environmental Protection Department’s Quarterly 

Newsletter and information on other Environmental Events, sign up at www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-

newsletter-email-signup or email epd@morongo-nsn.gov and request to be added to the list!  Prefer a copy mailed to you, 

no problem!  You can sign up at  www.morongonation.org/content/newsletter or email us at epd@morongo-nsn.gov   

Upcoming Events 

Like and follow us on social media    @MorongoEPD    @morongoepd   Morongo EPD 

 

Tires, Oils, Household Chemicals, 
Paints, Pesticides, Batteries, 

Sharps, and Electronics 

Household 
Hazardous Wastes 

Drop-Off 
Friday, July 16 

Friday, August 13 

Friday, September 17 

9am to 12pm  

Behind Public Works 

*Events open to Morongo 
Residents and Tribal 

Members Only* 

Staff available on-site to 
collect, sort, and store 

materials!   

Wear a mask!  

http://www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-newsletter-email-signup
http://www.morongonation.org/content/environmental-newsletter-email-signup
http://www.morongonation.org/content/newsletter

