
This fact sheet provides background information on water quality protection, an overview of water quality 
standards, and what it means for Morongo to adopt EPA-approved water quality standards.  
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EPA & THE CLEAN WATER ACT 

The primary law regulating surface water quality is called the Clean 
Water Act (CWA). The CWA made it unlawful to discharge any pollutant 
from a point source into waters of the United States, unless a permit 
was obtained. The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the 
federal agency which oversees environmental protection. EPA 
establishes regulations and policies for federally-regulated facilities, 
conducts inspections to identify violations and ensure compliance, 
initiates enforcement actions to address noncompliance, and directly 
implements programs where tribes or states lack an approved program. 
EPA delegates authority to states and tribes for sections of the CWA 
through the Treatment as a State process.  After receiving Treatment as 
a State for WQS, a tribe can submit WQS to EPA to make sure they meet 
all of the regulatory requirements. Once that happens, the WQS 
become federally enforceable and are the basis of federal permit limits 
that are issued on the reservation. Compliance with regulations of the 
CWA is required regardless of whether or not EPA-approved WQS are in 
place. 

MORONGO TRIBAL WATER PROGRAM 

The Tribal Water Program monitors surface water quality, assists in preventing water pollution, identifies 
potential or existing contaminant sources, and provides resources to encourage conservation and 
responsible management of water. The program also assists in compliance with related water laws and 
permitting requirements. In 2015, Morongo applied for Treatment as a State (see the next section) for 
water quality standards (WQS) and began working on them. In 2018, Morongo adopted the Surface Water 
Quality Protection Ordinance (Ordinance 39) to tribally protect reservation waters until WQS are finalized. 
Ordinance 39 is being updated to include all of the components required for WQS. Most of the original 
content of Ordinance 39 is staying the same. Certain sections of Ordinance 39, such as enforcement and 
penalties, are still tribally enforceable, but are not considered part of the EPA-approved WQS. 

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 

Water quality standards (WQS) are a tool for protecting and improving water quality. WQS describe the 
desired condition of a waterbody and how that condition will be achieved. WQS define water quality goals 
for surface waters by assigning uses and criteria to protect those uses. Criteria may be narrative or numeric. 
The Clean Water Act requires the protection of fish, shellfish and wildlife as well as water recreation. WQS 
include an antidegradation policy for the protection of high quality waters. WQS provide the regulatory 
basis for many activities carried out under the CWA including developing water quality-based effluent limits 
for permits, reporting on water quality conditions and impairment status, and setting targets for reducing 
pollution to reach waterbody goal conditions. 
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Draft WQS were made available in September 2021 and 
comments will be accepted through November 26, 
2021. You can let us know if there are any designated 
uses that you feel should be added or changed for 
specific waterbodies (especially if you use a waterbody 
in a way that has been left out) or if you have concerns 
that the criteria aren’t appropriate. After the comment 
period is over, we will review input and make any 
necessary changes. It is expected the final document 
will be tribally adopted in the beginning of 2022 with 
submission to EPA  occurring after that. You can view 
our website (below) to see the full WQS document and 
keep an eye on the current status of WQS. Later, after 
EPA approval, the standards go through a periodic, 
public triennial review. We will send out notice through 
mailing lists and the website once it is time for the 
review. 

MORONGO WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 

Tribally created, EPA-approved standards assert tribal self-governance, can be customized to be more 
protective than federal standards, and may protect unique uses such as cultural/traditional uses. 
Uses and Criteria 
Morongo has nine categories of uses in the WQS: groundwater recharge, municipal and domestic supply, 
agricultural supply, primary contact recreation, secondary contact recreation, culturally significant, wildlife 
and livestock habitat, warm freshwater habitat, and cold freshwater habitat. A description of each use is 
included in the standards. The narrative criteria includes statements that water should be free from 
pollutants that could affect the uses. Items covered by narrative criteria include aesthetic qualities, toxins, 
sediment, temperature, and turbidity. The numeric criteria sets ranges or limits for the measurement of 
specific pollutants. Along with some general criteria, there are also specific tables of criteria for human 
health and aquatic life uses. 
Antidegradation 
Antidegradation requirements provide a framework for maintaining and protecting water quality that has 
already been achieved. It is intended to avoid polluting good quality waters. There are three tiers of waters 
protected by antidegradation. These range from water quality that protects existing uses to very high 
quality waters. High quality waters must be maintained unless there is a significant need to accommodate 
additional discharges. 
Other Components 
Variances are a short term use and criteria that allow time to work towards water quality goals that are not 
currently achievable. Variances are approved on a case-by case basis, where appropriate.  
Water quality will be reviewed every three years, through triennial review, to comply with applicable 
federal/tribal regulations and water quality goals.  
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